	Contact: Chris Duffy, Senior Editor Nick Magazine
Chris.Duffy@nick.com  212-846-3845
	Dave Roman, Associate Editor Nick Magazine
David.Roman@mtvstaff.com   212-846-6779


NICKELODEON MAGAZINE INVITES KIDS TO PICK THEIR FAVORITE

COMIC BOOKS, STRIPS AND GRAPHIC NOVELS WITH THE

NICK MAGAZINE COMICS AWARDS

Kids vote by mail or online from now through December 31, 2008

NEW YORK, November 20, 2008 -- Nickelodeon Magazine, the leading entertainment and humor magazine for kids, announces the first–ever Nick Magazine Comics Awards, honoring the best comic books, strips, and graphic novels for kids published across the U.S.  From now through December 31, 2008, kids vote online at http://www.nickmag.com/comicsawards or by mailing in the Nick Magazine Comics Awards ballot available now in the December 2008 issue of Nick Magazine.  Results will be announced in the April 2009 issue of Nick Magazine and online at www.nickmag.com.

The Nick Magazine Comics Awards offers kids the opportunity to express enthusiasm for print comics in the many forms comics take.  Kids cast a vote for their favorite comics and characters across eight categories.  The nominees are:

· Favorite Graphic Novel—The Arrival by Shaun Tan, Baby Mouse (series) by Jennifer L. Holm and Matthew Holm, Bone (series) by Jeff Smith, Diary of a Wimpy Kid (series) by Jeff Kinney, The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick, and Naruto (series) by Masashi Kishimoto; 

· Favorite Comic Book Series—Archie comics, Batman comics, Simpsons comics, Spider–Man comics, and Star Wars comics;

· Cutest Comic Character—Bartleby (from Bone series); Snoopy (from Peanuts); Super Diaper Baby (from Super Diaper Baby), and Manny (from Diary of a Wimpy Kid series);

· Favorite Comic Strip—Calvin and Hobbes, by Bill Watterson, Foxtrot by Bill Amend, Garfield by Jim Davis, Mutts by Patrick McDonnell, and Peanuts by Charles M. Schulz;

· Best Hair in Comics—Calvin (from Calvin and Hobbes), Kakashi Haatake (from Naruto), Storm (from X–Men comics), and Veronica (from Archie comics);

· Favorite Manga Series—Best of Pokemon Adventures by Hidenori Kusaka and Mato, Fruits Basket by Natsuki Takaya, Kingdom Hearts II by Shiro Amano, Naruto by Masashi Kishimoto, and One Piece by Eiichiro Oda;

· Grossest Thing in Comics—Captain Underpants’ Underpants (from Captain Underpants series), The Cheese (from Diary of a Wimpy Kid series), Venom’s tongue (from Spider–Man comics), and Wolverine’s back hair (from X–Men and Wolverine comics);

· Favorite Fantasy Graphic Novel—Amulet by Kazu Kibuishi, Bone (series) by Jeff Smith, Redwall the Graphic Novel by Brian Jacques, Stuart Moore, and Brett Blevins, Warriors (manga series) by Erin Hunter and various, and W.I.T.C.H. (series).

“We know that comics resonate with kids because our readers consistently tell us how much they love The Comic Book that appears in each issue of Nick Magazine,” said Laura Galen, SVP and Editorial Director.  “The Nick Magazine Comics Awards taps into kids’ increasing enthusiasm and excitement over graphic novels and comics.  As an acclaimed innovator in the world of kids’ humor comics, these awards are a natural fit for Nick Magazine.” 

Ballots for the Nick Magazine Comics Awards will also be available at selected comics retailers and children’s libraries in addition to the December 2008 issue of Nick Magazine and online at www.nickmag.com/comics awards.

About Nickelodeon Magazine

Nickelodeon Magazine is the leading humor and general entertainment magazine for kids ages seven and older.  In addition to comics, each issue includes fascinating facts, interviews, puzzles, quizzes and Nickelodeon news.  The magazine is published 11 times a year and reaches 7.7 million readers each issue.

About Nickelodeon
Nickelodeon, now in its 29th year, is the number-one entertainment brand for kids. It has built a diverse, global business by putting kids first in everything it does. The company includes television programming and production in the United States and around the world, plus consumer products, online, recreation, books, magazines and feature films. Nickelodeon's U.S. television network is seen in more than 96 million households and has been the number-one-rated basic cable network for 14 consecutive years. Nickelodeon and all related titles, characters and logos are trademarks of Viacom Inc. (NYSE: VIA, VIA.B). 
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